Male and Female Fruit Flies

Bell Work – Life Cycle Check of Extended Cultures


1. Retrieve a culture vial from the back table.


2. As a group, examine it carefully and record any changes in larvae. 



(Record in your group’s Life Cycle Chart)


3. Once everyone in your group has had a chance to make observations, please return the 


culture vial to the counter.

Anesthetizing

READ pages 9-10 “Anesthetizing” and “FlyNap”

1. What should you do if the flies are up near the plug?

2.  Why is it so important to NOT get the FlyNap on the plug?

3. About how long will it take until the flies are anesthetized? ___________

     How will you know they are ready to be  spilled onto a card? 

Sexing

READ pages 11-12 “Sorting and Selecting” and “Sexing” (you can stop at “Sexing Pupae”).

1. Which sex has a dark posterior abdomen? ________________  (male / female)

2. Which sex has a lighter abdomen? ______________  (male / female)

During the Lab, use the back of this sheet to sketch the differences you see in the sexes. 

Sketch what YOU SEE  - don’t just copy the manual – you’ll see a greater difference than the manual shows.

